Support the
Initiative to
Protect
Arizona’s Wild
Cats

Say YES to Protecting
Arizona’s Wild Cats from
Trophy Hunting and
Trapping
The Arizona Game and Fish Department
currently allows trophy hunters and
trappers to needlessly kill thousands of
mountain lions and bobcats every year.

Trapping is barbaric
Bobcats are trapped with painful steeljawed leghold traps on private land and
cage traps on public land. Traps are only
required to be checked once a day, or in
some cases just once every 3 days so
animals are left suffering in excruciating
pain for hours. The trapped animal may
die slowly from exposure, or injure itself
trying to escape.

During these state-sanctioned hunting
and trapping seasons, trophy hunters and
trappers could also jeopardize federallyprotected wild cats, too, like lynx,
jaguars and ocelots. These cats or their
kittens could be accidentally trapped or
killed by hounds.

Cruel trophy hunting – where the
primary motivation is to kill an animal in
order to display its body, whole or in
part, or for bragging rights – and
trapping of wild cats must be
stopped, and these species should
be protected.

Arizonans Value Wild Cats,
Not Cruelty
 Nearly 2/3 of Arizona voters support a
prohibition on trophy hunting and
trapping of mountain lions, bobcats,
lynx, jaguars, and ocelots in Arizona.
In fact, 65% of Arizonans believe this
practice is already illegal. i
 The overwhelming majority of Arizona
voters do not support indiscriminate
cruelty, such as using steel-jaw
leghold traps on bobcats or packs of
trailing hounds used to chase and
corner mountain lions.

Hounding wild cats is cruel and
inhumane
Mountain lions are chased through canyons
by packs of radio-collared hounds until
they are scared up a tree or rocky outcrop
and the houndsman uses his remote
technology to find the treed animal and
shoot it at close range. Hounding puts the
dogs and wild cats and kittens at risk of
being mauled. ii Hounds are treated like
disposable equipment and readily dumped
into shelters if they fail to perform
adequately.

Science Supports Wild Cat
Protection

Wild cats are fast disappearing from
Arizona’s wild spaces and beyond, and
suffer from habitat loss and trophy
hunting. iii,iv
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Kittens are killed
If a trophy hunter kills a mother cat, it
will orphan her young kittens who are
dependent on her on average for up to
one year. This subjects the kittens to
certain death from starvation,
dehydration or exposure.

Wild cat numbers are low, and these
animals go out of their way to avoid
human contact, so conflicts are rare. v
Contrary to popular myths, trophy hunting
mountain lions and trapping bobcats does
not keep people safe. In fact, it can have
the opposite effect by increasing the risk
of animal-human conflicts by disrupting
the animals’ family groups. vi
Mountain lions help Arizona’s ecosystems
and other wildlife. When mountain lions
are present, desert streams have greater
numbers of species—both plants and
animals. vii Mountain lions can limit vehicle
collisions between motorists and deer or
elk. viii Mountain lions leave carrion behind
for California condors, eagles and black
bears. ix We need to protect Arizona’s
mountain lions so that they can balance
nature’s systems and indirectly protect
motorists.
We can help them by ending cruel
trophy hunting and trapping in Arizona.
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Bobcats
The Arizona
Game and Fish
Department
does not know
how many
bobcats
currently live in
Arizona, yet it
liberally permits trophy hunters and
trappers to kill as many of them as they can
find. Thousands of bobcats are killed
annually.
Between 2011 and 2015, trophy hunters and
trappers killed almost 20,000 bobcats. x
Bobcats are killed by trapping or other
means, including shooting by trophy
hunters who are permitted to use hounds
to track and bay bobcats. Trappers are
also permitted to use bait to lure in
bobcats for an easy kill. xi These methods
are unsporting and provide an unfair
advantage to trophy hunters. Like traps,
these methods jeopardize other wildlife,
including threatened and endangered
species. xii

Mountain Lions
Mountain lions
continue to be
needlessly killed
throughout
Arizona. Arizona
ranks sixth

highest in the U.S. for the number of
mountain lions killed by trophy hunters. xiii
The Arizona Game and Fish Department
relies on a rough population estimate of
only 2,500 to 3,000 mountain lions of all
ages, xiv or approximately1,500 to 1,800
adult lions statewide. xv Even so, trophy
hunters kill on average more than 10% of
the population of mountain lions each
year, and between 2011 and 2015, nearly
1,400 mountain lions have been killed.
While trophy hunting of kittens is not
permitted in Arizona, if a hunter kills a
mother up to 3 young kittens will die
from starvation, dehydration, predation
or exposure.
The majority of mountain lions are killed
by trophy hunters using paid outfitters’
hounds to track and bay the cats.
Hounding mountain lions, even during a
pursuit-only chase, is an unsporting and
inhumane practice. Hounds often chase
non-target animals and trespass onto
private lands. They also cause great stress
to mountain lions and force them to exert
significant energy trying to escape. xvi This
is especially concerning during peak
birthing season as mother lions seek to
care for their newborn kittens.

Lynx, Ocelots and Jaguars

Lynx are listed as threatened under the
U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA). The
species no longer
exists in most of its
historic range,
largely because of
intense hunting.
Jaguars are listed as endangered under the
ESA. The species still roams the desert
Southwest with at least seven individual
jaguars
having been
observed in
southern
Arizona and
New Mexico
over the past
20 years. xvii
Three jaguars have been documented in
Arizona since 2011.
The ocelot is listed as endangered under
the ESA and is also
listed on Appendix I of
the Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species
(CITES). Fewer than
100 ocelots still exist
in the U.S.

Arizona must protect rare lynx, ocelots and
jaguars from incidental killing by trophy
hunters and trappers.
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